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England was undoubtedly increased; as peace and law and"
order grew, England became a land of beauty and of plenty.
That the plenty reached too often the greedy hands of the few,
that beauty and the means to lead a gracious life became the
prerogative of the rich instead of the heritage of all, so mar the
picture to twentieth-century eyes as almost to hide its beauties.
Still it was an age of advance, though only to the vanguard of
the nation.

Summary, i. As the sixteenth century opened, the rural
population of England was on the whole prosperous and cqn-
tented, but this prosperity was not securely grounded. The
bulk of the customary tenants were inadequately protected in
the courts as to their rights in the land, and the wage-earner
depended for his position on the continuance of a state of things
in which the supply of labour was less than the demand. The
freeholder and copyholder by inheritance with a fixed fine alone
were in a position to resist the economic changes that were already
threatening.

2.  The growth of English wool manufacture and the consequent
demand for wool tempted the landowner to stretch his legal
rights to their utmost to enable him to overcome any 'customs'
that stood in the way of his turning a number of small arable
farms into  sheep-runs.    Hence arose  much discontent and
distress, which continued for three-quarters of the century.

There was also a movement to enclose for arable fanning
which was more productive and profitable thus than under
the open-field system. There was less resistance to this as
it did not throw men out of employment. It did, however,
tend to deprive the ordinary customary tenant of his waste land.

3.  Towards the end of the century and on to 1660 there was
a demand for more corn and arable farming again became
a profitable investment.   This was largely due to the growth
of London and some towns, caused by the great impetus given
to trade.

4.  The continuous rise of prices made matters difficult for
all classes.   The landlord found his income lessening, the wage-